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SUBJECT: PAPAL STATEMENT ON PALESTINIANS 

1. VATICAN RELEASED JULY 29 FULL TEXT OF LETTER FROM POPEPAUL 
TO MSGR. JOHN G. NOLAN, THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT OF THE PONTIFICAL 
MISSION FOR PALESTINE ON THE OCCASION OF THE MISSION S 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY. IN LETTER DATED JULY 16, POPE EXPRESSES GRATITUDE 
AND APPRECIATION FOR THE EXCELLENT WORK MISSION HAS DONE AND 
EXHORTS COLLABORATORS TO PREPARE FOR EVEN MORE INTENSE EFFORTS 
IN NEAR FUTURE. PERTINENT TEXT CONCERNING PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 
AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: THE WORK OF THE MISSION FOR PALESTINE HAS BEEN ONE 
OF THE CLEAREST SIGNS OF THE HOLY SEE’S CONCERN FOR THE WELFARE 
OF THE PALESTINIANS, WHO ARE PARTICULARLY DEAR TO US BECAUSE 
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THEY ARE PEOPLE OF THE HOLY LAND, BECAUSE THEY INCLUDE FOLLOWERS 
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OF CHRIST AND BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN AND STILL ARE BEING SO 
TRAGICALLY TRIED. 

WE EXPRESS AGAIN OUR HEARTFELT SHARING IN THEIR SUFFERINGS 
AND OUR SUPPORT FOR THEIR LEGITIMATE ASPIRATIONS. MAY OUR PATERNAL 
SOLICITUDE BRING COMFORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT, ESPECIALLY TO THE 
REFUGEES, WHO FOR YEARS HAVE BEEN LIVING UNDER INHUMAN CONDITIONS. 

UNFORTUNATELY SUCH A STATE OF AFFAIRS HAS PRODUCED IN MANY 
PALESTINIANS A SENSE OF FRUSTRATION AND. IN SOME, SUCH ANGUISH 
AND DESPERATION AS TO MOVE THEM TO ACTS OF VIOLENT PROTEST 
WHICH WITH SORROW WE HAVE BEEN CONSTRAINED STRENUOUSLY TO DEPLORE. 

IT SEEMS TO US. NEVERTHELESS, THAT THIS IS THE MOMENT FOR 
ALL PALESTINIANS TO LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH A CONSTRUCTIVE, LIKE- 
MINDED AND RESPONSIBLE ATTITUDE, AS THE HOPE BECOMES EVER 
STRONGER THAT THEIR PARTICULAR PROBLEMS WILL BE DISCUSSED AND 
THAT A SOLUTION TO THEM WILL BE FOUND DURING THE CURRENT GENERAL 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. UNQUOTE. 

2. MSGR. NOLAN, WHO ENJOYS CONSIDERABLE RESPECT IN HIGHEST 
VATICAN CIRCLES, IS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE CHURCH'S MAJOR CHANNELS 
OF COMMUNICATION WITH THE PALESTINIAN COMMUNITY. HE IS ALSO 
KNOWN TO MAINTAIN A WIDE CIRCLE OF CONTACTS THROUGHOUT THE ARAB 
WORLD. VOLPE 
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